
What is a Sponsor?

What can I expect as a sponsor?

How do I become a sponsor?
It’s very easy – all you need to do is complete the online Sponsorship Application Form. While it costs 

Umbrella over €80 per month to care for a child, we ask you send a minimum of €30 per month 

by standing order or direct debit. This will enable us to plan our budget and care of each child.

“the best place for a child... is with their family or community of origin”

Sponsorship provides sustainable income to offer support, education 

and security to the children in our care. As the Umbrella Foundation 

relies almost entirely on the generosity of our friends from around the 

world, in becoming a sponsor, you are helping all of our projects. This 

includes childcare homes, children’s reintegration programme as well 

as the Next Steps  Education Programme, giving you the opportunity to 

support the children’s education, health and basic social upbringing.

You will receive information packs about your sponsor child four times a year with general updates from 

Umbrella. This will include a  monitoring report of your child’s health and education and in cases of suc-

cessful reintegration, their family/community situation, along with some photos. These updates enable 

sponsors to get a good insight into the life of the child they support, to see how Umbrella’s work impacts 

that child and to learn just how important your help is.

(UN, 1989)

http://umbrellanepal.org/sponsor/


Reintegration: what is it and why do we do it?
Reintegration refers to the process of reunifying a displaced, trafficked or abandoned child in Umbrella’s 

care with their family. This involves ensuring that the situation at home is stable and the child’s needs 

can be met in a caring environment.

Umbrella is committed to the safety, health and happiness of the rescued children in our care. The 

UN Convention on the Rights of a Child (1989) indicate that the best place for their psychosocial devel-

opment is with their family or community of origin. Umbrella shares this stance and, where possible, 

we strive to return these vulnerable, isolated children from short-term housing back into a network of 

family support and security. 

1. Family Information

Collect the child’s details regarding birthplace, parents, 

relatives, siblings, how and why they reached their pres-

ent circumstances, and who was responsible for bring-

ing them to Kathmandu.

2. Family Tracing

Locate their family through field 

visits and the cooperation of local 

authorities, and collate further data 

on their background.

3. Family Assessment

Meet the family to determine the reasons for the 

child’s separation – medical, educational, eco-

nomic, social – and to discuss the factors likely to 

bring about a successful reintegration.

4. Family Counselling

Identify and give value to the family’s 

existing economic, social and emo-

tional status as a unit, and offer en-

couragement and advice to support 

the child’s eventual reintegration.

5. Child Counselling

Assess the psychological, social and legal factors likely 

to impede reintegration, discuss the disadvantages of 

institutional care, and explore the long-term personal 

development, cultural identity and family value bene-

fits of returning to their community of origin.

6. Reintegration

Formulate a long-term, perma-

nent family/relative reintegra-

tion strategy, community foster 

care plan or, as a last resort, in-

stitutional care arrangements.

7. Reintegration Support

Provide the family with regular financial and 

emotional support, regularly monitoring the 

child’s health, social, educational and psycho-

logical development.

8. Future Plan

Outline strategies to 

encourage the child’s 

eventual independence 

and self-reliance as a 

responsible adult.
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how do we do it?
Reintegration is a long process that begins with our field officers gathering information about the child, their village and 

family. Family members are contacted and invited to spend time together. Gradually, the family bonds are reformded  

support towards education and living expenses, and regularly visits them to monitor their progress in terms of health and education, ensuring ther so-

cial and personal development. These are the basic procedures followed by the Umbrella Reintegration team in their effort of reuniting children with 

their home communities:

and, after ensuring that the situation is stable and safe, the child is brought back to their home. Umbrella continues to provide financial

Umbrella’s reintegration results to date:

Over 400 children rescued, over 200 children permanently reintegrated

Read more about our challenges and success stories here

http://umbrellanepal.org/reintegration/


Next Steps Education Programme: what is it?
As a family-first organisation, our primary goal has always been to 

reintergrate children back with their families. When reintegration is 

not feasible, Umbrella is committed to supporting them in our child-

care homes until they can stand on their own two feet. The aim of the 

Next Steps Education Programme is to provide the children with the 

further education and personal skills necessary to become employa-

ble, independent and responsible citizens of Nepal. The programme is 

vital for those without sufficient family support in becoming contrib-

uting memebers of society. 

how does it work?

More than 163 youths have entered and 

graduated from the Next Steps 

Education Programme 

Read about the programme in more detail

The youths are in charge of their own futures, 

but Umbrella guides and educates them in 

the social skills necessary for independent liv-

ing. As well as offering advice and direction, 

we cover the cost of their education, provide 

them with monthly financial support and help 

them to budget appropriately towards their 

accommodation, meals and travel expenses. 

Umbrella also works to foster personal development and en-

courage the youths to be mature, confident and socially con-

scious through motivational talks, counselling, individual meet-

ings, workshops and volunteer placements. 

These placements allow the youths to put their skills into practice whilst making a meaningful con-

tribution to their home communities. We also provide career counselling and job skills training, 

equipping them with the skills necessary for their job search.

http://umbrellanepal.org/next-steps-youth-education-programme/

